Brake Ble

By Geoff Piddington

B rake bleeding can be fraught with
obstacles. The following may be
of assistance:

The first obstacle will be slackening off
the brake bleeder nipple.

Subject to access, if past ownership
has been kind and has not tightened
the brake bleeder nipple excessively,
the brake bleeding nipple will accept
the standard ring spanner, a multi
point crowfoot or L Type open ended
ring wrench (if access is difficult, the
two latter wrenches can remove most
brake bleeding nipples and unions
without issues).
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(note, the thread does not seal the
bleed bleeding nipple, it enables
pressure to be placed on the seating
between the brake bleeder nipple and
the brake caliper/cylinder, sealing the
system at this point). It should also be
noted, that with the exception of DOT
5, brake fluid will absorb water. It
follows, that brake fluid on a brake
bleeding nipple (or union) thread if left
to its own undisturbed devices, will
absorb moisture and develop
corrosion at a future date returning
you to para one, unless treated with a
thread sealant or a rubber/silicone
grease prior to assembly.
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Brake bleeding nipple/union thread
sealant.
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